
The Wondrous Scripture of Original Deeds from the Cavern of Darkness (Dongxuan benxing miaojing

洞⽞本⾏�經 ), is a medieval Daoist scripture, consists of a story cycle of the prior lives of Daoist

gods. Inspired by Buddhist jataka tales, these stories exemplify how Daoist authors used and

elaborated Buddhist ideas to creatively fit into Daoist cosmology. Thus, rather than awakening, the

Daoist tales focus on bodily transformation and appointment as deities. Indeed, the Daoist tales are

not really about the karma of the deities but about the efficacy of the True Writs 真⽂ . Another key

difference is that while Buddhist jataka tales the memory of past lives is a basic assumption, in

Daoist narratives this premise is replaced by “traces”跡 , some form of visual inscription (textual,

talismanic, archeological) that verifies the past. In this talk, I focus on “traces” 跡 , a key notion in

medieval Daoist discourse. I discuss the development of the discourse of “traces” from early China

to the medieval period, as well as to our modern ideas of tracing Daoist sources. Alongside

transformation, the notion of “trace” is fundamental to our understanding of medieval Daoism.
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