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The Ethnography of Ritual Manuscripts, Performance and Cosmology

This seminar will consist of six intensive day-long workshops to consider the integration of
textual and anthropological field research methods through the case of ongoing research on
the ritual traditions of the Lanten Yao ethnic minority of Laos, using primary materials
collected in the field, notably (1) digitised ritual manuscripts, (2) video-recorded rituals, and
(3) ethnographic data from participant observation. We will consider the methodological
issues specific to the collection and usage of each of these types of data, and interpretive
issues arising from the juxtaposition and integration of the three types of materials.

Each workshop will include the following components:

Ethnographic reading on an aspect of the cosmology and ritual of the Lanten Yao
Study and analysis of selected manuscripts digitised in the field

Video analysis of the rituals in which the selected manuscripts are used or performed
4. Discussion of relevant anthropological writings.
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For the study of manuscripts, for each text we will (a) discuss the methods and issues of
manuscript selection and transcription, (b) analyse the textual structure and content, (c)
discuss the social implications that can be inferred from the text.

Seminar plan:

1. Charting the Lanten socio-cosmos: The cosmological landscape and its celestial

inhabitants

The Lanten concept of the person

Modes of exchange in Lanten rituals

The Lanten ritual as a Chinese Imperial Audience

Communal rituals (1): Planting the Rice Festival — Rituals of socio-cosmic renewal and

the founding of Lanten villages in the highlands of Laos.

6. communal rituals (2): The Lanten New Year — Rituals at the household and village-level
on the commemoration of the founding of the households and the village.
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List of manuscripts:

Opening the Mountains FgLLIF}

Ordination through the Lights 5278 [5':F}

Ordination by the Celestial Masters K Efi & F}

Madam Huang &= 2

Pacifying the Dragon-Guardians/Chanting the Spirits ZZFER}/IF 82 F}
Attack on Hell BZfkF}
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