Spring 2016

Highlights

HKIHSS at May Hall: A Celebrati@anuary 12, 2016, HKU)

The Institute was honored to have Prsit Professor Peter Mathiesaand over 70 honorablguests to celebrate the
15" anniversary of the Institute at the new lecture hall in May Hall on January 12, 2016. The anniversary celebration :
marked the completion of the renovation and restoration project of historic May Hall.
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Since its humble establishment in 2001, the Institu
has been devotedly promoting crebsundary,
innovative, interdisciplinary research and teaching
the humanities and social sciences. In fifteen yea
with supports from donors, friends and &dgues

“The wo r k theh énstimite dighs seamlessly with the fouds
(internationalization, innovation, interdisciplinarity and impaciMe have an
international faculty that continue
leading institutions. The research here hasuaght us everywhere humans have
left footprints, and has shown us the kaleidoscope that we inhabit in ways
unforeseen. Boundaries have been redrawn here, fresh fostered, people beinc
brought c¢closer together. ..Thi s gesninst i
the last fifteen years as it grew from a humble beginning. Today, it has maturec
and gained a lot of momentum..It continues to invest in people and ideas, and
has become a gem of this university,
ceremony

who believe in our humanistic vision, the Institute h&&s

been transformed froni'a unit that could easily be
carried in a bagto a global entity that has firml

rooted in HKU and in Asia.

(From right)Smiling face$ Dr. Steven Cannon, Mdouglas
So, Prof. Helen Siu, Prof. S.P. Ho, President Prof.
Mathieson, and Dr. Christina Mathieson

Prof. Angela Leung, Director of the Institute, expressing her gratitude tc
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Social Sciences for helping thstituteto sink deeper roots in the Universil



Prof. Helen Siu, Founding Director of the Institute, concluded
Sspeech at the ceremoni al ce
vision. We will continue to support a community of scholars w
are notafraid to think outside the box, who take risks and brid
diverse realms from all directions. They will make HKU and HF
intellectually vibrant, ci vi

Prof. Siu also announcebat, with the support from MsBelinda
Hung and Prof. . Ho, the Institute is setting up anew

Distinguished Visiting Professorship in the Humanities and S
Sciences.

Clockwise from top left:

President Prof. Mathieson,

Prof.Leung, Prof. Sinostinga

brief ceremony with Prof. B.

Ho to uneil a plague that
expresses the Ly aiA
gratitude to Prof. Ho for his
generous support in the pas
decade

Prof Andy Hor (left) joins Prof
Siu, Prof. Leung, Prof.PSHo,

and PresidenProf. Mathieson
at the roasted pig cutting
ceremony

Ms. Belinda Hung iftht) with
Prof. Siu, President Prof.
Mathieson, Prof. S.P. Ho an
Prof. Leung

(From lef) Prof. Fung Kam
Wing, Dr. Gogalo Santos and
Dean of Arts, Prof. Derek
Collirs

Ms. Cecilia Ho (middle)
President of the Lee Hysa
Foundation and her team witt
Prof. Leung, Prof. Siu and ot
students

Smiling in the middle is Dr. Jof
Wong, on his left is Dr. Joha
Mathew, and on his right is Dr
Lawrence Zhang



Collaborations

Advanced Traiff 3 2 2 NJ 4 K2 LJ & | &rtehcgshandiVedicie if BEagd AstafInterdisciplinary
| LILINE | (SuguStag: 2016, Tianjin)

The Institute and its partnergjarvardYenching Institutethe Institute of Medical Humanities and Centre for Histc
of Medicine at Peking University, and tHey Research Institute of Social Higtof China at Nankai Universigre
now inviting graduate students and junior scholars tolgigp participate in the trainingvorkshop on the theme of
“Medical Knowledge in Practice, Medical Practice as Knowlédgdie held at Nankai Univaty, Tianjin from August
1 to 8 2016. Thiss thesecond workshop of the-geartrainingprogram organized by the Institute and its partners.
will encompass historical and contemporary perspectives, highlighting the relee@imsedicine to humanities anc
social science analyses of East Asia and facilitating creative conversations among young researchers L
guidance of leading scholars in medical history such as Professors Jeremy Greene, Gianna Pomota (both fr
Hopkins University), Shigehisa Kuriyama (Harvard UniversityjnXtwoXg (Nankai Universitylhang Daging (Pekin
University) and Angela Leung (HKU)

Applications should be submitted online latps://harvardfas.slideroom.com/#/login/program/2971Before 5 PM,
April 1, 2016 (Eastern Standard Timejor any questions or queries about the advanced training progran
application procedures, please send an emaihgs@hku.hk

Postgraduate Programs

Institutional Enhancement Scheme

Prof. Xiang BiapProfessor oSocial Anthropology at Oxford Universitgs joinedthe Institute forthis spring semester
sponsoredby the Institutional Enhancement Schenter o f . Xiang teaches a postgr
Governance and the Anthropologicald gi nat i on”, which examines how mobi l
and how, in turn, governing mobility becomes constitutive of particular political regimes. He will speak at tf
Departmental Seminar Series on March 23, afiitlalsogive apublic lectureon April 14.

With the sponsorship of the Lee HysHIKIHSS Fellowship established under the Sche
Ms. Xie Xin an MPhilstudent of the Institute studied atYale University under the
mentorship of Prof. Helen Siu tife Department of Anthropology for four months fror
September 2015. “The materi al outconm
research proposal.participated in theAnthropological Resarch Desigrourse, taught
bymy mentorHelerS§i u’ s during the semester . th

all second year PhD students in the department te timne our research scheme?2rof.

: Siu has this magical talent in sharpe

<& In avast quantity of literatures, students in the course advised each tthemgage the

s “*2 most critical and classical readings to their lanat i c al framewor
Xie Xin (left) and Prof. Helen Si

resumed her study ahe Institute in Januarg016with innovative ideas and invaluk

at Yale University experience gained from hgrers and mentorat Yale

Ms. Yan Xiaa PhD candidate of HKU Sociology Department, the third recipient o
Lee HysaiHKIHSS Fellowship, has just commencedshediesat Duke University in
January2016 Affiliatedwith the Asian/Pacific Studies Institytgheis studying under the
guidanceof Prof Gary Gereffi, Professor &ociology and Director of the Center ¢
Globalization, Governance & Competitiveness for five months until May 29addition

to auditing chasses andjiving paper presentations, Yan Xia will also continue her

research on “The Engineering i s ndech

mNMdustry” during her study stay.

Yan Xiaand Prof. Gary Gereffi at Duke Universit


https://harvardfas.slideroom.com/#/login/program/29718

Visiting Student

The Institute is delighted to host theisit of Ms. Shirley Hatzu Ho, a PhD student c
Anthropology at Durham University. Under the mentorship of Dr. Goncgalo Santos, Shi
spending a year at the Institute until
Locality, Commumt: an Ant hropol ogi cal Study of

Call for Applications for Admission to Research Postgraduate Progre Call for Applications for Lee Hysa#KIHSS
Fellowship for Postgraduate/ Senior
Undergraduate Students

We invite interested candidates tc
apply foradmission tcour MPhil and

CHINA and

ASIAN STUDIES PhD programs in 2022017. Details HKU postgraduate and senior undergradue
i LInag Kong on researchpostgraduate programs  Students in the humanities and soci
and applicationproceduresare on sciencesare invited to apply for the Lee
our website: www.hkihss.hku.hk HysanHKIHSS Fellowshiphe Scheme aims
The appkation deadline igApril 30, to support students to undertake oversee
2016 Enquiries can be made kb research training for a period up to
email toihssrpg@hku.hk semester. Successful applicants will

provided a fellowship for the whole period ¢
their study stay at an institution abroac
Application details are availéb online at
www.hkihss.hku.hk/events/ies/cfa2016.pdf
Application Deadline: April 12016.

Publications

>

~\ Max Hirsh Airport Urbanism: Infrastructure and Mobility in AsidMinnesota University

Press, 2016.
‘Airport Urbanism A\
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Thisbook investigates the expansion of international air traffic since 1970 and its implication:
for the planning and design of Asian cities. Focusing orctist; informal, and transborder
transportation networksif i ve Asi an ci t i es nzhenBkaualad knmplr, andH c
@ Singapore, it models a new understanding of urban space that fundamentally reconceptualize

| the impact of crosdorder mobility on urban form. Dr. Max Hirsh is a Research Assistant
Professor at the Institute.
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Edited byDr. Victor Zhengt, he | nsti tute’ s Ho amDraChpw Mas f v
Kong, this Thapter book volume illustrates the art of handling business crisis by revie RECROBH i
how reputable and complex fariéb tackled various difficultieand achieved sustainable

development.


http://www.hkihss.hku.hk/events/ies/cfa2016.pdf
http://www.hkihss.hku.hk/
mailto:ihssrpg@hku.hk

Upcoming Activities

Public Lecture
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(April 14, 2016, HKU)

Prof. Xiang Biao will explain the processes that social life in China is simultaneously
commercializedpeople try to make money from every possibility, and bureaucratized
conformation to government rules and concerns is a precondition and somastia basisor
money making, by exploringhe relationship between labour migration, commercial
intermediaries, and the state in thiscture. Heplans to usdhese twin processe® illuminate
various puzzles that we observe in China today.

Lunchtime Seminar Sers

March 15: “Wonks, Tree Huggers, and Zombies: The Deve
by Dr. Jonathan London (Asian & International Studies, CityU)

March 29: “Et Afmiuc i sm and tBwee Rkic in@nadrN aorg dblyf DraAuroreDumont (China
Studies, CUHK)

April 12: “One Country, Two Ec onongiKeng Capifalisra an@Mainfaid «it abib
Mr. Leo Goodstadt (HKIHSS & Trinity College, University of Dublin)

April 26: “ Per f or Natiom,dPerformiag the Market: Hybrid Practices and Negotiated Meanings of Cf

Rural Teachers” by Dr. Jinting Wu (Educatioa

Departmental Seminar Series

G¢KS . SAAYYAYT KFABHYAISQE 02 (MatRIBEALS AKIUY 3 . A | 2

In the upcoming departmental semind&,r of . Xi ang Biao will share his vie\
context of the Regional Nationality Autonomy paradigm since 1949. He will dibeusarrent condition in relation to
major historical debates since the 1910s, and especially to the changing nature of the Chinese state since the 1990s,

Critical Dialogues about Chirlzecture Series

Funded by the Strategic Research Theme of GWaat Studies and organized the Facultyof Artsandthe Institute,
“CriticabobDitalChgnas & eoexpandthe gsowingiintesest in Eamd koong about how scholars all
around the world pursue hilepth and meaningful research about ChiBach event in the series will consddt a
moderated dialogue between two leading scholars from different geographical areas about a broad topic, followed b
general discussion sessioDetails please visitww.hkihss.hku.hk

Digital Humanities in China Studi¢March 10)
Peter Bol (Harvard) and James Z. Lee (HKUST) Critical Dialogues

Gender in China Studigdlarch 21) China
Louise Edwards (UNSW) and Harriet Zurndorfer (Leiden)

War Memories in China Studig#é\pril 29)
Michael Szonyi (Harvard) and Mifei-ping (National Taiwan University)

Interdisciplinary Approaches in Digital Humaniti¢slay 16)
Hilde De Weerdt (Leiden) and Cameron Campbell (HKUST)

Ethnic Studies in ChingMay 20)(in Putonghua)
Mark C. Elliott (Harvard) and Liu Xiaomeng (Chideselemy of Social Sciences)

China in the WorldJune 1)
Arif Dirlik (Oregon) and Alka Acharya (Jawaharlal Nehru University) Venue:CRT 4.364/F,Run Run Shaw
Tower, Centennial Campus, HKU



http://www.hkihss.hku.hk/

Public Program

| 2y G§SYLR2 NI NB / KA Y S a Bleetti Oide¥i@: istén koBMacauS(NA S & ) by Director Ding
Chengk ) (March 18, 2016, HKU)

“Listen to Macau” is a documentary film, but uni (
through listening to the sounds of nature affdm the community. Presenting Macau as a place with its histor
characteristics slowly fading away, it is also presented as reflecting the state of Hong Kong and Guangzhao
forms a greater connected regidhrough various character$he film sceening will be accompanied by a discuss
with Prof. Ching May Bo, Professor of the Department of Chinese and History, the City University of Hong Ko

RecentActivities
22N)] AK2LJ YR C2NHzY 2y d&{ Ay 2 LKZDESmHerS9035, MKY)Y 3Y LaadzSa |

Hung Leung Hau Ling Distinguished Fellow in Humanities Prof. Davi
Derwei Wang (Harvard University) returned to HKU for a second visit
in December 2015. This time, Prof. Wang participated in a workshop
and a forum, engaging colleagues, peard atudents alike in rigorous
and enlightening debateson the Sinophone discourse and its
implications for the studyof Hong Kong. The twin eventstled
“Sinophomge Kon ¢ | s s drewsan enthasiasiioe b
response from the HKU communitydilocal academial heforum was
over-subscribed with more than 140 guests and attendees packing the
lecture hall to the brim.

Almrmw”,‘ -~ -
SINOPHON - e
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Issues and Debate ot

Prof. Wang delivered one of the two lectures slated atthe fordin? Sai | i ng t o the Sinophon
of Postcolonialism and Postloyalism” addressed Sinog
Sinophone imaginary provides a critical interface through which to rethink the coafign of (Chinese) national
literature vis a vis world literature. Prof. Wang later joined fellow
speaker Prof. Shih Shmei (HKU), panel moderator Prof. Angel"'
Leung (HKU), and commentators Prof. Leonard Kwok Kou Chg
(HKIE) and Prof. Lo Kwai Cheung (K& a lively and passionate
hour-longdiscussion witlihe audience, on a wide range of topic i
and ontroversial isues in Sinophone literature, including thelik
legacy of the Umbrella Movement.

Prof. ShihShf SA NBaLR2yRAy 3 diéan
on Sinophone literature
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The I nstitute’s Science, Technol ogy, and Mera foads:
‘good’ famads biad’t he construction of mondeetingfolloveg up an
the Decembe2 014 conference on “Food and Health.” A di
Taiwan, Japan, and Hong Kong gathered tmréxre the moral values and meanings of food in the constructior
modern health regimes and identities in Asia from roughly th& déntury to the present.

The Tenth Joseph Needham Memorial Lectqe SSRKI YQa Ly GStf SOG dzl f ncév@tiNgr G 3 S
without Civilization(December 9, 2015, HKU)

Prof. Christian Daniels, Professor of Humanities at the Hong Kong University of Saidnce
Technology delivered a lecture in honor of the late Dr. Joseph NeedB@aer.50 participants
attendedtote t al k and engaged in the discussion
of universally of modern science and civiitton to post 1980s approaches that emphasize the
production of the knowledge related to science and technology in social dititalocontexts.

Departmental Seminar Series

I n “Disunifying the Nation: Modern Di sl®i4@l"i,
Dr. Wang Liping (Sociology, HKtjuedthat the circulation of nationalist discourses in China was
not conductive to the unification of the nation, or even the unification of the intellectuals in early
20" century China. Her takkxaminedwhy nationalism was potentially suchdasunifying force by
focusingon the evolution of two disciplinesethnology fom continental Europe and ethnographic
sociology from the Angidmerican tradition-in China.

Lunchtime Seminar Series

Rounding off t heinbeadmber 20E9azastdlkery

Dr. Reijiro Aoyama (Chinese an
Craftsmanshi p-Myth, Mar keting
bet ween Nationalism and Capita

Dr. Igor Chabrowski (China Studies, C)Kitiked off the spring semeste
series with arf Omeaear as Social InStitutioh and tt
Politics of Culture in Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Cen

China”. It was foll owed by thr
Some Reflectio s from Sout h Korea”
(Ant hropology, CUHK), “Good ‘B
Representations of the Prostitute, 19200 0 8 " by M ¢
KripalaiT hadani ( HKI HSS), and *“ Met
DPRK’' s Pelicy and Igtentions (1992016 ) ” by D

(Japanese Studies, HKU).

(Anticlockwise from top right) Dr. Reijir
Aoyama, Dr. Igor Chabrowski, Dr. Sealing Che
Ms. Coonoor Kripalafithadani, Dr. Victor Teo



Public Program
The Institute organized the 2016/ KAy S&aS CI YA & . dza A yidhithe Hng KaRgilrStitute off ASiaD (i
Pacific Studies, CUHK, and the Hong Kong Museum of History in December 20d%veded by Prof. Wong Siu Lun,

Honaary Professor of the Institute and Dr. Victor Zheng, nine speakers from Hong Kong, Taiwan and China gave |
talks to demonstrate the power of Chinese financial families in exploration, consolidation and innovation.
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RURALBECOMINGURBAN? 7§  # oK 1

Dr. Max Hirsh of the Institute and Dr. Dorothy Tangtloé Division of Landscapt
Architecture cecurated the exhibitionon a t I y & dzY wdzNJ f Urkiér 2h¥ .
auspices of the Shenzhen Biennale for Urbanism and Architecture from December 2
February 2016in Shenzhen The exhibit showedhow t he ov er theep pnie
valences—between rural ad urban, between agriculture and industry, and betwe
villagers and migrarksmake Panyu an excellent lens for interpreting broader change
the soci al, aest hetic, and e c o n oRathec than
charting a progressivand irreversible urbanization of the countryside, Drs. Hirsh
Tang’'s study of Panyu demonstrates ho
suburban functions has produced an exceptional heterogeneity of spatial arrangen
and village transfomation strategies.
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Humanitarianism in Action: Asi®acific Ethnographic Perspectives

The American Council of Learned Societiith support from the Chiang Chisgio Foundation for Internationa
Scholarly Exchange, has awarded a grant bf®© 15,000 for an International Conferenc
project, entitted Humanitarianism in Action: Asi®acific Ethnographic Perspectivedeveloped by DrGoncalo
Santos (HKIHSS), Dr. Jun Zhang (HKIHSS), and Dr. Isaac Gagné (CUHK). More details regarding the confe
announced in the coming months.

Personalia

Staff Appointments

Dr. Li Ji has been jointly appointegl the Institute and the Faculty of Arts as Assistant Professor in China Studies fror
January 1, 2016. Since 2011 Dr. Li has been with the Institute, first asdoPsal Fellow, and then a Research Assistant
Professor.

Dr. An Wei has joined the Institute as Rdsb c t or a | Fell ow from January 3, 2 (
Spirituality and Religion in Asia” Cluster directed

Dr. Christine Luk Yi Lai, has b@antly appointedas Postdoctoral Fellow in China Studies by the Institute and the Faculty
of Arts fromMarch 1, 2016.

If colleagues have news to share with the Institute, please email your materilshieng2@hku.hk

Hong Kong Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences

Room 101, May Hallhe University of Hong Korfgokfulam Road, Hong Kong  General Enquirieg852) 39175011 | ihss@hku.hk
www.hkihss.hku.hk Postgraduate Program$852) 39175772 | ihssrpg@hku.hk
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