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CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS AND
THE BUREAUCRACY UNDER THE CH’ING

(ABSTRACT)
Angela Ki-che LEUNG

This article is in two parts. The first part traces the historical develop-
ment of government intervention in private charitable institutions from the
early 18th century to the early 19th century. Charitable institutions in the
Chiang-ning, ‘Yang-chou and Su-chou prefectures represent three examples’ of
the varying degress of bureaucratic presénce. In general, from the end of the
18th centuryv bureaucratic intervention decreased, although at the same fime
philanthropic activities spread to the chen and the hsiang levels.

The second part analyzes the relationship between >phi1anthropists and
local bureaucrats. We discover that, not only did ‘théy‘ have similar éocial
background, But their. respective vested interests in local administrative-
affairé were ;"interdependent. However, while one group represented local
interests, the other represented national interests, thus setting the stage for
potential conflicts between the two. In the early 18th century the apparently
peaceful cboperat'ion in local philanthropic affairs between the two groups
actually gave a free hand to local elites, whose increasing influence became
irreversible, especially when state influence diminished after the late 18th

century.
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