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This paper considers the relationship between state and civil society in South Africa. 

The first part offers a descriptive overview of the notion ‘civil society’ and its position 

in relation to the state. This is followed by an overview of the evolution of civil 

society in South Africa following the political change brought about by the fall of 

apartheid. Part three explores the relationship between state and civil society and the 

use of law to control and reign in disobedient civil society organisations. 

  


